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Dublin Carol  is presented by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service Inc., 
New York 
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and consideration. 
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Dublin Carol by Conor McPherson 
 

The play is set over one day, 24 December: 
 

  Part one:  late morning 
 Part Two:  early afternoon 
 Part Three:  late afternoon 
 

The action takes place in an office in the Northside of Dublin 
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Director’s Note 

Can one ever forgive oneself?  Truly.  I mean total forgiveness.  Without re-visiting the sin or the 
guilt.  We often embrace the phrase, “forgive and forget”.  Is that humanly possible?  Sometimes 
that memory of what was done, of what can never be undone and what will live forever is the very 
thing that makes us human, makes us want to be better and be available and vulnerable to those 
we say we love and to those we know that we have hurt.  Almost always, those two groups of 
people are the same.  With the acknowledgement of the hurt caused, the pain suffered and how 
deep that pain and suffering was, can that individual ever move past those actions and find peace 
and tranquility?  How does one exorcise that self-loathing?  Will it be forever retained by that soul?  
I wonder. ~  Rod Ceballos 
 

The Company 
 

James Wallis (Mark):  James Wallis is an actor and director.  In 2010, he Co-Founded Shakespeare 
BASH'd to present bare bones, text based Shakespeare in bars across Toronto. For BASH'd - Actor: 
Petruchio, The Taming of the Shrew; Benedick, Much Ado About Nothing, Hamlet, Hamlet. Director: 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream - a staged reading (2011), Romeo and Juliet (2012), Love’s Labour’s 
Lost (2014), Macbeth (2014), The Merry Wives of Windsor (2015 Co-Director), Edward II - a staged 
reading (2015), King John (2015), The Changeling - a staged reading (2016), Twelfth Night (2017).  
He also directed As You Like It for Theatre By the Bay, and will direct Titus Andronicus for Hart 
House Theatre in March 2018. He has just finished his second season at The Stratford Festival as 
part of the Michael Langham Classical Directors Project, where he assistant directed Macbeth 
(2016) with Antoni Cimolino, Bunny by Hannah Moscovitch (2016) with Sarah Stanley, and Romeo 
and Juliet (2017) with Scott Wentworth. Other selected theatre credits: A Midsummer Nights’ 
Dream, Shakespeare’s Magic and The Taming of the Shrew (Theatre by the Bay), Danny, King of the 
Basement (Roseneath Theatre, US Tour), Sleeping Beauty (Sudbury Theatre Centre), Paradise by 
the River (Shadowpath Theatre), The Hat Man in Saving Fats (Playwright Project), Shrew (Red One 
Theatre Collective). James is very excited to work on this amazing play with good friends and his 
wonderful wife.  ShakespeareBashd.com, Twitter @shakesBASHd 
 

David Mackett (John): David’s most recent credits include Port Authority (Fly on the Wall), Arcadia 
(Citadel Theatre), and Tragedie of Lear (Ad Hoc Collective).  His performance as Kevin Toner in Cold 

Comfort was cited by NOW Magazine for Outstanding Performance at the 2013 Toronto Fringe 
Festival.  Other credits include Macbeth, The Merry Wives of Windsor, The Taming of the Shrew 
(Shakespeare BASH'd);  After the Fall (Equity Showcase); The Weir (MacKenzieRo); Aftershock, The 
Marlboro Man (SummerWorks); Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead (Touchmark Theatre); Half 
Life (Rose Theatre). In the United States, he has appeared Off-Broadway with the Willow Cabin 
Theatre Company, and with TheatreWorks/USA, Kentucky Repertory Theatre, and The Arts Trust.  
Film/TV Credits include Heroes Reborn, Amelia and Anne of Green Gables: Fire & Dew and The Rick 
Mercer Report.  He’s a graduate of Circle in the Square Theatre School (NYC), the 2015 
Citadel/Banff Centre Professional Theatre Program, and completed his Classical Theatre Training at 
London's Royal Academy of Dramatic Art. He is the Co-Artistic Producer of Fly on the Wall Theatre.  
 

Julia Nish-Lapidus (Mary): Julia is an actor, director, and producer, as well as a Co-Founder and Co-
Artistic Director of Shakespeare BASH'd, where she has produced all of the company's sold-out 
productions.  She has worked as the Managing Director of Common Boots Theatre and is now part 
of the team at The Theatre Centre. For Shakespeare BASH'd, Julia has performed in The Taming of 
the Shrew, Romeo & Juliet, Much Ado About Nothing, Love's Labour's Lost, Macbeth, The Merry 
Wives of Windsor, Edward II (staged reading), Hamlet, The Comedy of Errors, and Twelfth Night. 
Additional Selected Acting Credits: OVER, See Bob Run (Theatre Caravel), reasons to the pretty (The 
Labute Cycle), The Forest (Red One Theatre Collective).  Julia is a member of the Advisory Board for 
the Canadian Stage GYM program and a graduate of the joint acting program at UofT and Sheridan 
College.  ShakespeareBashd.com, Twitter @shakesBASHd 
 

Rod Ceballos (Director):  Rod has directed for The Rose Theatre and Flower City Theatre Festival in 
Brampton, BirdLand Theatre, and Equity Showcase Theatre in the GTA. He has also directed in 
conservatory programs for Humber College, Theatre Erindale and the University of Windsor. In the 
US, he was Artistic Director for the Shakespeare festivals of Chicago, Cincinnati and Idaho, 
Associate Artistic Director for The Empty Space Theatre in Seattle, resident director for the Virginia 
Shakespeare Festival and Artistic Coordinator for the Lakeside One-Act Festival in Michigan. He has 
directed for the Seattle Shakespeare Company, St. Croix Festival Theatre in Wisconsin, and Ocala 
Civic Theatre in Florida. He has served as Artistic Chair and/or Head of Acting for programs at the 
University of California, Davis, Willamette University in Oregon and Boise State University in Idaho. 
He recently directed three projects for the Toronto Fringe: Katharine McLeod's My High Heeled 
Life, Inge Snaphots: Bus Riley's Back in Town & Glory in the Flower, and Cold Comfort.  In 2014, he 
directed a remount of Cold Comfort for Fly on the Wall Theatre and The God of Carnage for the 
Sudbury Theatre Centre.  Most recently he directed Port Authority for Fly on the Wall Theatre, and 
Marsefield Gardens by Susan Coromel for Theatre 33 in Salem, Oregon, and Stratford's 
SpringWorks Festival.  Rod is the Co-Artistic Producer of Fly on the Wall Theatre. 
 

Cora Matheson (Stage Manager): Cora Matheson is a Toronto based actor, singer, and all around 
creative. She is a graduate of George Brown Theatre School and Randolph Academy for the 
Performing Arts. Her most recent, and favorite, credit had her living out her dream as a Fairy King, 
playing the roles of Theseus and Oberon in A Midsummer Night's Dream (GBTS). Cora loves to be 
engaged with well written text and like minded creatives in any capacity, hence she is very excited 
to a part of Fly On The Wall's latest endeavor. Thank you so much to the team for having her join 
the Irish fun!  coramatheson.com 
 

Patrick Brennan (Production Designer):  Patrick has had a multi-faceted career combining the work 
of a Teaching Technical Director and Design Consultant, with that of a Lighting Designer. He always 
strives to find new ways of supporting the work of theatre directors and choreographers. He 
currently lectures on Scenography at McMaster University.  Prior to that, he spent a decade in 
Scotland, serving as a Technical Director and Course Leader at the University of Glasgow.  When 
Patrick is not working with the theatre and dance communities in Toronto, he is supporting the 
resurgence of the performing arts in Hamilton.  He has purchased and is currently renovating the 
historic Lyric Theatre in Hamilton, and is developing programming in the performing arts, with a 
focus on physical theatre and contemporary dance.  Twitter @lyricpatrick 


